
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS PARK DISTRICT 
Administration Center 

410 N. Arlington Heights Road 
July 16, 2019 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 
President Leno called the Board Meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
President Leno led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL OF COMMISSIONERS  
 
 Commissioners Present    Commissioners Absent 
 T. Gelinas (arrived 7:08 pm)      
 M. Leno 
 R. Nesvacil (arrived 8:25 pm) 
 B. Owen  
 W. Ploger 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Steve Scholten, Interim Executive Director; Jason Myers, Director of Finance 
and Personnel; Brian Meyer, Director of Recreation and Facilities; Ben Rea, Director of Parks 
and Planning; Steve Neill, Superintendent of Recreation Facilities; Kristy McCann, 
Superintendent of Recreation Programs; Jeff Lindstrom, Superintendent of Parks – Grounds; 
Ben DeSalvo, Parks Intern; and Alli Siamis, Recording Secretary. 
 
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS & CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 
Supt. Jeff Lindstrom introduced Ben DeSalvo who has worked for the Park District for three 
summers, this summer as an intern. 
 
MINUTES 
Dir. Myers stated there was a correction to the June 25, 2019 minutes: the Sourcewell 
purchaning price of the ARC playground equipment should be $73,054.38. There was no 
further discussion of the June 11, 2019 and June 25, 2019 Regular Board Meeting minutes, 
or the June 25, 2019 Closed Session.  
  
Comr. Ploger moved, seconded by Comr. Owen, to approve the Minutes of June 11, 2019 
Regular Board Meeting, and June 25, 2019 Regular Board Meeting, and the approval but not 
released June 25, 2019 Closed Session Minutes. On voice vote the motion was approved 3-0.  
 
PRESENTATIONS & INFORMATIONAL REPORTS 
 
Green Slopes Tennis Courts 
Dir. Rea addressed the Board and guests providing an overview of the Green Slopes Tennis 
Courts. The four tennis courts at Green Slopes Park have failed and need to be considered 
for replacement or removal.  The courts have significant cracking and are beyond a simple 
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crack repair and color coat.  There is also evidence of the fence posts heaving.  Unfortunately, 
the courts were constructed in a detention basin that is subject to flooding during rain events.  
Any repairs that are completed to the courts would be subject to flooding and there is no 
guarantee that the repairs or improvements would be lasting.  There is also a concern about 
ADA access to the courts given the steep grades at the park site. 
 
The last major overhaul of the courts took place in 1997, when the courts were slip sheeted 
and color coated.  Records reflect that the courts were last color coated in 2014, as vendors 
are reluctant to perform the work moving forward because of the extensive asphalt cracking.  
Staff has provided estimates to color coat and crack fill, remove the courts and return them 
to turf conditions, or perform a complete overhaul of the courts. Staff confirmed the estimates 
with a color coating contractor (onsite visit), a demolition contractor provided the estimate, 
and a civil engineer was contacted for complete replacement.  These options are being 
provided, as we’ve had twelve contact us e-mails and one phone call since the courts were 
shuttered and notice was posted.  Please see the estimated pricing below: 
 

Proposed Work Expense 
Color Coat and Crack Fill Estimate $59,750 
Demolition Estimate $75,000+ 
Complete Tear Out and Replacement $330,000+ 

 

A concern exists with any of the repair or replacement options, as they will be subjected to 
flooding at times.  Historically, the site has flooded at least once annually (staff recollection, 
as well as photo documentation).  When Green Slopes floods, the space is then subjected to 
siltation which results in staff clean-up time that could further damage the playing surface 
from having to shovel up debris. 

 
Dir. Rea stated the courts are unplayable at this time, pose a safety risk to players, and a 
decision needs to be made about their future use.  At this time, staff would not recommend 
performing any of the maintenance or repair options.  The space will continue to flood and 
have a negative impact on the asphalt and any repair that is completed.  The money allocated 
for the repair or replacement of these courts would be better utilized at tennis courts that 
aren’t subject to flooding.  Staff recommends closing the courts and scheduling their removal 
either this year or next.  Even with the loss of the courts, the park district still exceeds the 
NRPA tennis court to resident ratio. 
 
Dir. Rea recommend creating an advisory task force to gather citizen input on what 
recreational amenities might be provided in-lieu of the tennis courts. 
 
President Leno clarified that the Village of Arlington Heights owns the land and we have an 
agreement with the Village for use of tennis courts. Comr. Ploger asked what other types of 
activities could be held there. Dir. Rea added that the grade of slope to the location is 
challenging for access, and adds ADA accessibility would be a challenge. Comr. Owen read and 
reviewed the Village agreement and pointed out that the Village could recall the property for 
storm water retention if necessary. However, Comr. Owen questioned how else can we make 
good use of this property. President Leno asked about School District #25 and the opportunity 
to work together to replace the tennis courts. 
 
Residents attending on behalf of the Green Slopes Tennis Courts: Barry O’Neil, Lori Martin, 
Olivia Miller, Gina Zebron, Paul Zurlo, Jill & Bob Pellican, and Kathy & Jim Davy. 
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Jim Davy, resident expressed that he did not understand why ADA plays a role in reconstructing 
the courts.  
 
Barry O’Neill, resident would like to see pickle ball courts replace the tennis courts. Agreed 
that it would be hard to justify spending $350,000. 
 
Lori Martin, resident agreed that safety is number one. Neighborhood is important, children 
play on the courts, and removing the courts would be a big loss. In seven years Ms. Martin has 
never seen them underwater. 
 
Paul Zurlo, resident who received FOIA documented information, stated that it comes down to 
maintenance is a challenge. Mr. Zurlo stated if it comes down to money, and money is being 
spent throughout the district why not at Green Slopes to maintain the tennis courts.  
 
Jill & Bob Pellican, resident and works at Harper College in maintenance, and understands the 
costs to maintain courts. Believes we are behind compared to other communities and need to 
upgrade to pickle ball, brings family and friends together.    
 
President Leno thanked the residents for coming and voicing their opinions, and acknowledged 
the numerous emails received and reviewed from residents not in attendance tonight.  
 
President Leno clarified if we fill the cracks and color coat, there is no ADA requirements, 
however if we build a new structure ADA updates are required. Dir. Rea stated yes. President 
Leno asked if the Village had been contacted to ask about additional drainage. Dir. Rea stated 
that drains were last updated in 1997, and a study could be conducted if that is the direction 
the Board would be interested in. President Leno addressed pickle ball stating that we have 
indoor at Pioneer Park and more to come with the opening of the ARC. Staff continues to work 
on building up the pickle ball availability. President Leno asked about the amount of flooding 
that occurs. Dir. Rea stated that when the flooding occurs it is over and above the fencing. Dir. 
Rea explained that this ties in with Hickory Meadows. Jeff Musinski from the VAH explained the 
flow of the water and how the detention works.  
 
President Leno would like to see a focus group of residents formed, in connection with a better 
understanding from School District #25 of their interest in tennis courts on their property. 
President Leno is not in favor of closing Green Slopes at this time. Comr. Ploger agreed that 
there is more investigation that need to be done before making a decision. Comr. Owen visited 
the area and agreed that a lot would have to be done to add ADA access. Vice President Gelinas 
stated this is his neighborhood and agrees that exploration of cost vs. opportunities need to be 
looked at. President Leno summarized that it needs to be determined if we replace the tennis 
courts in the same spot or a different location, discuss options with VAH and School District 
#25. 
 
June, 2019 Financial Reports  
Dir. Myers presented the Board Summary for the June, 2019 financials and asked the Board if 
there were any questions. Vice President Gelinas asked about the program fund at the Museum, 
Dir. Myers clarified. Comr. Owen asked about the negative sales in pro shop sales in the 
Arlington Lakes merchandise account, it was explained that we have bought more at this time 
of the year than we have sold. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 

ARC Fitness Equipment Lease Agreement 

Supt. Neill stated that staff presented fitness equipment at the November 27, 2019 Board 
Meeting. At that meeting the Board approved the following motion: 

Move to approve that staff enter into an agreement to obtain fitness equipment, preventative 
maintenance, and Direct TV installation from Direct Fitness Solutions not to exceed a purchase 
price of $309,014.07.  

Supt. Neill stated that Staff has submitted the agreement to Direct Fitness for the purchase 
of the Strength equipment. The funds for that purchase is coming out of FFE budget for 
fitness equipment.  Expected delivery for this equipment in November 1, 2019.  
 
Supt. Neill explained that the Cardio portion can be purchased or leased. Staff recommends 
the leasing options. Two options have been obtained from leasing companies. Each company 
provided leases with five-year terms with options to return the equipment at the end of the 
lease for fair market value (FMV) that would then be put toward a new lease, or we would buy 
the equipment for $1 and the end of term. There are advantages of turning over the lease 
every five years and replacing equipment with new, up-to-date machines. As technology 
advances with smart phones, connectivity, and user engagement, the lease option may be 
more advantageous to keep the facility competitive with other local fitness options. 
 

Company Type of lease Total of 5 year 
lease 

Cost of Lease over 
purchase price 

American Capital FMV $190,152.15 $9,312.15 
$1 buy out $192,106.50 $11,266.50 

Macrolease 
Corporation 

FMV $191,575.80 $10,735.80 
$1 buy out $204,341.40 $23,501.40 

  
Preventative maintenance (PM) is necessary ensure the new equipment is operating at 
maximum efficiency without unnecessary wear and tear.  For the first year it is included with 
the contract.  It is recommended that it take place between six to eight months after opening.  
In following years, it would be an annual expense of $3,080 plus parts and/or materials 
needed for repair.  PM is recommended twice a year; once in the spring, and then once in 
the late fall before the winter rush.  PM will be budgeted into the operating expenses of the 
recreation center. 
 
Comr. Ploger moved, seconded by Vice President Gelinas, to approve that staff enter into a 
five-year lease agreement with American Capital in the amount of $192,106.50 with a $1 
buyout to obtain the cardio equipment portion of the Direct Fitness agreement as 
presented. 

 
 
 
Roll was called with: 
Ayes – Ploger, Gelinas, Owen, Nesvacil, Leno 
Nays – None 
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Absent – None  
Ayes – 5; Nays – 0; MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Arlington Ridge Center Update 
Dir. Rea address the Board with the following construction activities have been completed 
since the last Board meeting: 
 

• Jensen’s Plumbing continues to install plumbing in all framed walls. 
• Arc-1 Electric remains onsite installing service runs throughout the facility.  The final 

grounding inspection is set to occur, paving the way for ComEd to install the new 
electrical meter 

• Flo-tech Mechanical Systems, Inc. remains onsite installing ductwork throughout the 
facility.   

• Schaefges Brothers, Inc. has poured the wellness pool deck.   
• Alliance continues to frame the new multi-purpose rooms and other spaces, as well 

as installation of blocking to hang fixtures upon the walls.  Drywall installation 
continues on the first and second floors. 

• Sebert Landscaping has installed nearly all of the landscaping on the east and west 
side of the facility, including sod. 

• Nelson Fire Protection continues to install the sprinkler system throughout the 
facility. 

• Madden Glass has installed the bulk of the glass throughout the facility (wellness pool 
remains) and has started installing the pressure plates. 

• The steel contractor is expected to install the main stairwell within the next week or 
two. 

• American grading completed backfilling between all new curbs and sidewalks. 
• Abbey Paving poured all remaining sidewalks, paved the service entrance on the east 

side of the facility, undercut, stoned, and paved the remainder of the north entrance, 
and installed the curb for the islands in the existing parking lot. 

• The roofing subcontractor has started to install the metal panels on the wing wall 
located adjacent the new west entry. 

• Nedrow has started priming the ceiling and walls of the gymnasium. 
• Haldeman Homme has delivered the gym equipment, basketball hoops are going in. 
• The playground has been ordered and is expected to ship on July 27th. 
• Passed the grounding inspection, and ComEd has been out to inspect the 

transformer, connect new meter, which will lead to the new transformer being 
energized. 
 

ARC Change Orders 
 
Dir. Rea presented change orders #38 - #46. 
 

Change  

Order # 

Contractor Amount Description 
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#38 Abbey Paving 
& Sealcoating 
CO., Inc.  

Deduct 

$-10,000 

Voluntary credit for award of concrete and 
paving contracts. 

#39 Arc-1 Electric, 
Inc. 

Add 
$3,835.89 

Add for additional grounding required by 
the Village or Arlington Heights.  

#40 American 
Grading, Inc. 

Add 
$31,782.00 

Add to excavate and subgrade for 
playground and additional pavement 
(playground budget) 

 

#41 G.C. Masonry, 
Inc. 

Add 
$10,169.00 

Masonry for windows from fitness to the 
dive pool 

#42 Lo Destro 
Construction 
Company 

Add 
$17,619.73 

Carpentry for windows from fitness to the 
dive pool 

#43 Madden Glass, 
Inc. 

Add 
$28,400.00 

Glass, frames and aluminum for windows 
from fitness to the dive pool 

#44 Nedrow 
Decorating, 
Inc. 

Add 
$7,500.00 

Vinyl wall graphics for the gymnasium in 
lieu of logo on the floors 

#45 Vortex 
Commercial 
Flooring 

Add 
$2,738.00 

Carpeting for rooms 146 and 148 

Add: $2,176.00 

 

Material changes per ASI-022 

Add: $562.00 

#46 Abbey Paving 
& Sealcoating 
Co., Inc. 

Add 
$48,515.00 

Add to pave concrete and asphalt for the 
playground and additional pavement 
(playground budget) 

 

 
After Dir. Rea presented the Board asked for clarification on how these change orders were 
being accounted for. Dir. Myers explained that #38, #39, #44, and #45 part of the contingency 
budget. Change order #40 & #46 are part of the playground budget, and #41, #42, and #43 
part of the window project. 
 
Vice President Gelinas moved, seconded by Comr. Nesvacil, to approve Change Order #38 for 
Abbey Paving and Sealcoating Co., Inc., #39 for Arc-1 Electric, Inc., #40 for American 
Grading, Inc., #41 for GC Masonry, Inc., #42 for Lo Destro Construction Company, #43 for 
Madden Glass, Inc, #44 for Nedrow Decorating, Inc., #45 for Vortex Commercial Flooring, 
and #46 for Abbey Paving and Sealcoating Co., Inc. in the total amount of $140,559.62 as 
presented. 
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Roll was called with: 
Ayes –Gelinas, Nesvacil, Ploger, Owen, Leno 
Nays – None 
Absent – None  
Ayes – 5; Nays – 0; MOTION CARRIED 
 
Recreation Park Pool Concrete Deck Repair Bid Approval 
Dir. Rea explained that we have in the 2019/2020 capital budget, $250,000 to complete 
concrete repairs near the dive well at Recreation Pool.  As presented last year, due to the 
falling concrete in the old mechanical room, staff contracted Stantec (pool engineering firm) 
to assess the structure. Stantec’s structural engineer identified the area as a potential 
collapse hazard and recommended that staff close off the area to the public.  Staff removed 
the diving boards and installed temporary fencing to prevent patrons from congregating in 
the space.   

 

The project will require removal of the dive well pool deck, concrete planters, and wrought 
iron fence to reinforce the ceiling of the old pool mechanical room (located underneath the 
diving boards).  A drainage mat will be installed to prevent water from collecting on the ceiling 
of the old mechanical room.  The pool deck will then be replaced, tied into the mechanical 
room ceiling with rebar, and additional steel welded to existing beams.  Lastly, the diving 
boards will be reinstalled and the wrought iron fence replaced.  

 

Bid specifications were prepared and provided to the Illinois Department of Health (IDPH) for 
review and permitting.  The bid was posted on June 17 and a pre-bid walk through was 
completed on June 26.  A total of three contractors picked-up the bid.  The following two bids 
were opened on July 3: 

 

Bidder Base Bid 

1. Schaefges Brothers, 
Inc. 
Wheeling, IL 

$164,800 

2. Stuckey Construction 
Waukegan, IL 

$229,900 

 

The bid packages were reviewed by staff for accuracy.  Schaefges Brothers was contacted to 
discuss exceptions that were noted in their bid package.  After reviewing how Schaefges 
Brothers will complete their work, staff recommends acceptance of their base bid.  Schaefges 
Brothers is also familiar with the space, having successfully completed the pool wall drain 
improvements last spring.  The work will begin at the close of the pool season and is expected 
to take less than 4 weeks to complete.  Staff has been in contact with the IDPH about the 
status of the permit and was informed that once a new application with the awarded 
contractor is provided, the permit will be released.   

 

Vice President Gelinas expressed concern around the idea of approving the contract before 
having the permit from IDPH. Dir. Rea explained the process of needing to have a contractor 
in place to move forward in the process with IDPH. 
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Vice President Gelinas moved, seconded by Comr. Owen, to approve the Recreation Pool Deck 
Concrete Improvements base bid as submitted by Schaefges Brothers, Inc., Wheeling, IL for 
a total of $164,800 and setting the project budget at $250,000 as presented.    

Roll was called with: 
Ayes –Gelinas, Owen, Nesvacil, Ploger, Leno 
Nays – None 
Absent – None  
Ayes – 5; Nays – 0; MOTION CARRIED 
 

Color Coating Bid Approval  
Dir. Rea explained that the District manages an annual color coating maintenance schedule 
to ensure the surface of the outdoor tennis and basketball courts are preserved. Color coating 
not only keeps the courts aesthetically appealing, but it extends the longevity of the pavement 
by providing a protective barrier from the elements. The following courts were included in 
this year’s bid: 
 
Base Bid: 

• Centennial Park Tennis Courts (4) 
• Greenbrier Park Tennis Court (1) & Roller Hockey Court (1) 
• Heritage Park Tennis Courts (3) & Basketball Courts (2) 
• Raven Park Basketball Court (1) (crack repair) 

 

The Tennis & Basketball Color Coating work is budgeted for a total of $80,000 in the 2019/20 
Parks & Planning Operating Budget. The project was released for bidding on June 17 and 
bids were opened at 1:00 p.m. on June 28.  A total of six bid packages were picked up by 
contractors and the following bid was submitted:  
 

Contractor Base Bid Results 

Tennis Courts Unlimited 
Watervliet, MI 

$59,200 

 
In addition to the base bid, supplemental unit pricing for Riteway crack repairs was also 
included in the bid specifications to address any linear cracking on the courts.  Staff has 
previously worked with Tennis Courts Unlimited on past tennis court color coating projects and 
they have provided quality work.  

Vice President Gelinas asked if there was any consideration to striping for pickle ball. Comr. 
Ploger would like to see it added at Frontier. Dir. Rea acknowledged that he would review the 
opportunities to add pickle ball striping. 
 
Vice President Gelinas moved, seconded by Comr. Nesvacil, to accept the base bid of $59,200 
from Tennis Courts Unlimited, Watervliet, MI and authorize staff to spend up to the project 
budget of $80,000 to complete additional crack repairs as presented. 

 
Roll was called with: 
Ayes –Gelinas, Nesvacil, Owen, Ploger, Leno 
Nays – None 
Absent – None  
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Ayes – 5; Nays – 0; MOTION CARRIED 
 

June 2019 Voucher Listing 

No discussion regarding the June, 2019 Voucher Listing. 

Comr. Nesvacil moved, seconded by Comr. Ploger, moved to approve the Voucher Listing for 
the month of June, 2019, in the amount of $2,269,132.80 and the payroll and payroll related 
expense distribution for the month of June, 2019 for $1,304,341.57. 
 

Roll was called with: 
Ayes – Gelinas, Owen, Ploger, Nesvacil, Leno 
Nays – None 
Absent – None  
Ayes – 5; Nays – 0; MOTION CARRIED 
 

Park Foundation 
Dir. Myers stated that the Foundation did not meet in June and will be meeting tomorrow 
July 17. 
 
Director’s Report 
Interim Exec. Dir Scholten stated that staff met today with NSSEO about building an inclusive 
playground at Miner School and the District is moving forward with the project. NESSO 
supports the project and will attend our Board meeting on August 27, 2019 to present plans 
of equipment and discuss funding. Letters went out to the Legacy Committee for ARC. Joint 
AHML meeting dates were discussed. NRPA Conference in September is open to any board 
member interested in attending. 
 
MATTERS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
Comr. Owen asked about the distribution and use of the program guide. Dir. Meyer stated 
that we continue to look into the distribution, residents still claim they like to be able to 
bookmark and write in the guide for ease of use for registration. Comr. Owen encouraged 
staff to continue to improve the use of social media to promote programming. 
 
Vice President Gelinas, Comr. Ploger, and Comr. complimented staff and Frontier Days 
Festival Committee on a great July 4th celebration and parade. 
 
President Leno complimented staff on Irish Fest, great turn out. Congratulated the Recreation 
Park Lifeguards in winning their competition. President Leno asked if we look at the warming 
shelter at Hickory Meadows and perhaps clean it up or paint it. President Leno also asked 
that the Staff look into PARC Grants could benefit the District and not miss this opportunity 
for our parks.  
 
 
MOVED INTO CLOSED SESSION 
 
Comr. Ploger moved, seconded by Comr.Nesvacil to hold Closed Session for the appointment, 
employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees of the 
AHPD at 9:12 p.m. 
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Roll was called with: 
Ayes – Owen, Nesvacil, Owen, Ploger, Leno 
Nays – None 
Absent – None 
Ayes – 5; Nays – 0; MOTION CARRIED 
 
President Leno left the meeting at 10:15 pm. 
 
RECONVENED TO SPECIAL MEETING 
At 10:42 p.m. the Special Meeting was reconvened and the following were present: 
 
Gelinas, Nesvacil, Ploger, Owen, Scholten. 
 
Comr. Nesvacil moved, seconded by Comr. Ploger to approve that the Board has conducted 
the semi-annual review of closed session minutes and have determined that there is a need 
to keep all closed session minutes confidential at this time. Also, the Board approves the 
destruction of the closed session verbatim (audio) recordings of minutes that have been 
approved by the Board and have surpassed the required 18-month retention period for Closed 
Sessions between June 14, 2017 and December 15, 2017. On a voice vote approved 4-0. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Comr. Ploger moved, seconded by Comr. Nesvacil, to adjourn at 10:45 p.m.  On voice vote the 
motion was approved 4-0.  
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Maryfran H. Leno, President 
       Board of Commissioners 
       Arlington Heights Park District 
__________________________________ 
Jason S. Myers, Assistant Secretary 
Board of Commissioners 
Arlington Heights Park District 
 
 
       ______________________ 
  Date Approved 
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