
 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS PARK DISTRICT 

Administration Center 

410 N. Arlington Heights Road 

September 18, 2018 

7:00 p.m. 
 

 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

President Leno called the Special Board Meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL OF COMMISSIONERS  

 

 Commissioners Present    Commissioners Absent 

 W. Ploger 

 M. Naughton 

 R. Nesvacil 

 T. Gelinas 

 M. Leno 

  

STAFF PRESENT:  Rick Hanetho, Executive Director; Jason Myers, Director of Finance and 

Personnel; Brian Meyer, Director of Recreation and Facilities; Ben Rea, Director of Parks and 

Planning; Steve Neill, Superintendent of Recreation Facilities; Jennifer Rogers, 

Superintendent of Parks and Trades; and Kendra Maher, Recording Secretary. 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Tom McDonald, Arlington Heights Park Foundation, and Eric Anderson, 

Piper Jaffray. 

 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS & CITIZENS TO BE HEARD: 

None. 

 

MINUTES 

 

There were no comments on the August 28, 2018 Regular Board Meeting minutes. 

 

Vice President Gelinas moved, seconded by Comr. Nesvacil, to approve the Minutes of the 

Regular Board Meeting of August 28, 2018.  On voice vote the motion was approved 5-0.  

 

There were no comments on the September 5, 2018 Special Board Meeting minutes. 

 

Vice President Gelinas moved, seconded by Comr. Nesvacil, to approve the Minutes of the 

Special Board Meeting of September 5, 2018.  On voice vote the motion was approved 5-0.  

 

There were no comments on the April 24, June 12, July 10, August 14 & 28, and September 

5, 2018 Closed Session minutes. 
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Comr. Naughton moved, seconded by Comr. Ploger, to approve the Minutes of the Closed 

Sessions on April 24, June 12, July 10, August 14 & 28, and September 5, 2018.  On voice 

vote the motion was approved 5-0. 

 

PRESENTATIONS AND INFORMATIONAL REPORTS 

 

Park Foundation 

Tom McDonald from the Park Foundation attended the meeting to share with the Board the 

outdoor movie screen donation the Foundation had made recently. The Emoji Movie was the 

first movie showed on the screen on September 7 at Recreation Park and it was a huge 

success. Mr. McDonald also extended the invitation to the Board to join in the Park 

Foundation Golf Outing Fundraiser on October 4th.  President Leno shared the Board’s 

appreciation to the Foundation for the movie screen and the continued efforts of their group.  

 

Olympic Indoor Swim Center Update 

Dir. Rea briefed the Commissioners on the latest updates: 

 American Grading has dug the trench for the foundation walls and prepared the forms 

for the wellness pool 

 Arch One Electrical has been on site and will be moving the generator next week 

 Corners for the gym have been marked and some excavation work has been done to 

the area   

 

Executive Director Hanetho explained to the Board that all is going well with Olympic, 

however we will have some challenges. The first challenge occurred in obtaining the permit 

from IDPH. Councilman Hunsaker has had performance issues with a staff member working 

on our permit, but they have made changes and are moving forward to obtain the permit. 

Executive Dir. Hanetho shared that the Directors and staff will be joining Mike Rink, 

Corporate Construction on Friday, September 21 to visit the pre-cast concrete distributor at 

the plant. 

 

Vice President Gelinas asked if staff is hearing anything from patrons regarding facility use 

during construction. Supt. Steve Neill answered no we have not.  Dir. Meyer stated that 

information about reciprocal facilities would be in the Winter brochure. Comr. Naughton 

asked about the timing of the walls going up. Dir. Rea responded that with using pre-cast 

that the goal is to be under roof by the holidays. 

 

Olympic Indoor Swim Center Naming Discussion 

Executive Dir. Hanetho reminded the Board of the information that was sent to them 

regarding the historical naming of parks for the District and reiterated the August 28, 2018 

Board Summary memo regarding the renaming of Olympic. Staff thought one approach 

would be to consider Ridge Recreation Center, from the park originally being Ridge Park, 

based on the historical paperwork. On a separate note, Executive Dir. Hanetho informed the 

Board that Dir. Myers and he have reviewed the Policy Manual and will be bringing to the 

Board to update and review.  President Leno spoke on the Policy Manual and agreed that it 

is out dated and needs attention. Pres. Leno also discussed the history of how parks have 

been named in the past after Commissioners, a donation from the Rotary for Rotary Field, 

and Lloyd Meyer Field after his time and commitment as a Commissioner. Pres. Leno 

requested that staff provide a timeline to determine how the Board goes about the renaming 
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process to fit the timeline of the construction project. Dir. Rea confirmed that the District 

has committed to the Olympic Committee to rename the facility by December 31, 2019.  

 

Pres. Leno also shared ideas of a possible Wall of Fame at the new Olympic to recognize 

citizens from the community who have supported and given their time to the District and its 

success. President Leno likes the idea of the park named based on location, Ridge Park and 

set parameters. Comr. Ploger added that the Historical Society could possibly help with the 

Wall of Fame. Comr. Naughton added that he believes the community needs to be involved 

in the renaming process, and have input to what the new name is. Comr. Ploger agreed. 

Comr. Nesvacil agreed that the community needs to be involved, possibly an online 

submission by the public, the Board could review, select several options, and then put back 

out for public vote. Comr. Ploger added that he believes the park and facility should have 

the same name, for example Frontier Park and Camelot Park. President Leno also mentioned 

that donations could be taken to name rooms within the facility to recognize individuals, 

perhaps the Foundation could be involved. President Leno has concerns about asking for 

input from the community unless we have strong parameters. President Leno and Comr. 

Naughton reiterated the need for a timeline from staff that will meet the construction 

timeline for the renaming, plus any staff recommendations. 

 

Mt. Prospect Pedestrian Bridge Consideration 

Executive Dir. Hanetho reviewed the plan that the Village of Mt. Prospect has proposed for 

a pedestrian bridge over Northwest Hwy. At this time School Districts 214 & 57 have chosen 

not to participate in the engineering study. President Leno suggests we draft a letter to the 

Village of Mt. Prospect stating that we are unable to support the study, however in the future 

we would be interested in seeing the results and at that time determining potential 

involvement in the project. Comr. Naughton is concerned about the Union Pacific Railroad 

and the expense involved with constructing such a bridge over not only Northwest Highway, 

but the railroad as well. Comr. Gelinas agreed with Comr. Naughton in that the railroad will 

be the most difficult part of this process. 

 

July & August 2018 Financials 

Dir. Myers highlighted for the Board a summary of the financial reports for July & August. 

Dir. Myers appreciated the Board’s feedback from a prior meeting, and explained how that 

feedback was presented on the financial reports. Dir. Myers outlined that the revenues 

increased overall by $841,736. Increases are due to the District receiving property tax 

revenues earlier than in prior years, increased interest income from higher interest rates, 

and a new investment strategy. Dir. Myers also presented an overall increase in expenditures 

by $1,665,762. The increase is due to capital spending for the Lake Arlington and Olympic 

projects. Comr. Gelinas asked if we will meet budget based on the first four months of 

operations. Dir. Myers said ‘yes’, we are in good shape. 

 

2018 Winter & Spring Seasonal Report 

Dir. Meyer explained that the report was recently completed, and will be added to the agenda 

on October 9th for further discussion. President Leno asked for the staff to add some type of 

metrics for usage at facilities district wide. President Leno suggested using total program 

hours (TPH) again, this information will be helpful when Olympic opens as a new facility. 

Executive Dir. Hanetho and Dir. Meyer both agreed that they felt TPH was not a good 

measure of data, that it did not tie back to anything significant. Comr. Naughton would like 

to see the staff invest in a more active platform for metrics, perhaps an investment in an 
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app that tracks the patron. Dir. Meyer stated that the staff has looked into different options 

and will look at the NRPA Conference next week. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 

Lake Arlington Parking Lot Replacement  

Director Rea presented to the Board a summary of the two engineering firms and made a 

recommendation to select Eriksson Engineering Associates, Ltd to assist with the completion 

of the project. The expense for the proposal is $30,000, however staff would recommend 

setting an engineering budget of $35,000 for potential other expenditures (soil testing, 

permitting, other engineering services).  

 

Comr. Nesvacil moved, seconded by Comr. Naughton to approve acceptance of the 

engineering proposal as submitted by Erikkson Engineering Associates, Ltd. For 

engineering services related to the Lake Arlington parking lot replacement project for 

$30,000 and not to exceed $35,000. 

 

Roll was called with: 

Ayes – Naughton, Nesvacil, Ploger, Gelinas, Leno 

Nays – None 

Absent – None  

Ayes – 5; Nays – 0; MOTION CARRIED 

 

August, 2018 Vouchers 

Dir. Myers presented the August, 2018 vouchers. There was no discussion. 

 

Comr. Naughton moved to approve the Voucher Listing for the month of August, 2018, in 

the amount of $1,442,501.17 and the payroll and payroll related expense distribution for 

the month of August, 2018 for $1,806,027.92, seconded by Comr. Ploger. 

 

Roll was called with: 

Ayes – Nesvacil, Ploger, Naughton, Gelinas, Leno 

Nays – None 

Absent – None  

Ayes – 5; Nays – 0; MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

MATTERS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 The Arlington Aces U15 Girls will be honored at the Village of Arlington Heights Board 

Meeting on October 1, 2018. 

 NRPA Conference will be next week, September 24-27 in Indianapolis, IN. 

 NWSRA Gala is Friday, November 2, 2018 please let Kendra Maher know by October 

9th if you can attend. 

 

MATTERS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

Comr. Ploger asked about an update on Recreation Park Pool. Dir. Rea responded stating 

that at update will be forth coming at an October meeting. 
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Comr. Naughton discussed future capital improvements to the walk ways at Pioneer Park 

and Heritage Park. Comr. Naughton asked staff to come back with an A, B, C list for the 

future projects. 

 

President Leno inquired about the lease renewals. Executive Dir. Hanetho stated that Tim 

Riordan was contacted today, and will be brought back for a closed session in the near 

future. President Leno also asked about the new location of the skate park. Executive Dir. 

Hanetho commented that recommendations would be brought to the Board in the near 

future.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Comr. Ploger moved, seconded by Vice President Gelinas, to adjourn at 8:45 p.m.  On voice 

vote the motion was approved 5-0. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Maryfran H. Leno, President 

       Board of Commissioners 

       Arlington Heights Park District 

________________________________ 

Richard A. Hanetho, Secretary 

Board of Commissioners 

Arlington Heights Park District 

 

  ______________________ 

  Date Approved 


