
JOINT PARK DISTRICT AND VILLAGE MEETING MINUTES  
OF THE MEETING OF  

 ARLINGTON HEIGHTS PARK BOARD OF COMISSIONERS 
& 

THE MAYOR AND THE BOARD  
OF TRUSTREES OF THE VILLAGE OF ARLINGTON HEIGHTS  

 
Arlington Lakes Golf Course 

February 5, 2022 

8:30 a.m. 
 

President Leno called the meeting to order at 8:30am and lead the group in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Park District Commissioners: Brian Owen, Tim Gelinas, and Maryfran Leno. 

Mayor Tom Hayes and Village Trustees: Tom Schwingbeck, Mary Beth Canty, Robin 
Lebedz, Jim Bertucci, Jim Tinaglia, Nicole Grasse, and John Scaletta. 

Park District Staff: Brian Meyer, Ben Rea, Carrie Fullerton, and Kendra Maher. 

Village Staff: Randy Recklaus. 

Others in Attendance: Arlen Gould and Delaney & Nick Lopuszynski. 
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 

President Leno welcomed everyone, and gave special attention to Delaney Lopuszynski 
who attends Thomas Middle School and is earning a badge for Boy Scouts Troop 32. 
 
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS PARK DISTRICT ITEMS TO SHARE 

Executive Director Fullerton shared updates for the District, with additional input from Dir. 
Rea and Dir. Meyer: 

• Recreation Park: Removal of the Shell Station and the white house which are 
being restored to green space. Discussion regarding the blue house that is 
still privately owned and the future plans of Recreation Park 

• AHPD received the 2021/22 GFOA Outstanding Budget Award 
• AHPD was chosen “Best of the Best” by Daily Herald Readers in 2020 & 2021 
• AHPD received IAPD/IPRA Distinguished Accreditation 
• President Leno received the 2022 Mike Cassidy Commissioner Community 

Service Award  
• Infrastructure Capital Projects 

o Pickle Ball Courts: Volz Park, Dryden Park, and Green Slopes 
o Tennis Courts: Dryden Park & Green Slopes Park 
o Melas Park Turf Project 
o Basketball Court at Sunset Ridge 
o Paving Projects  



• Programs & Facilities – highlighted the creative outcomes due to COVID, 
shared the challenges with staffing and shortage of finding staff, and the 
successes that came out of the pandemic. 

• Highlighted the special events throughout the year that have occurred and 
that are upcoming. 

• Shared the impact of COVID on the District, and the efforts that have been 
made to contact legislators in hopes to capture some relief of lost revenues. 

• Task Forces developed over the past year: 
o DEI (Diversity, Equity & Inclusion) 
o PTAC (Part-Time Advisory Council) 
o Dare to Dream Awards  

Trustee Grasse thanked the District for the safety measures throughout pandemic, her 
daughter works at ARC as a lifeguard/swim instructor and has always felt safe.  

Mayor Hayes thanked Exec. Dir. Fullerton for the presentation, and shared that the Village 
of Arlington Heights was voted the best placed to live in the area, and a lot of is attributed 
to the green space and activities of the park district. Thank you to the District for all the 
hard work that your staff has endured throughout the pandemic for the community. 

 

VILLAGE OF ARLINGTON HEIGHTS ITEMS TO SHARE 

Randy Recklaus shared updates for the Village: 

• Arlington Racetrack site is under contract by the Chicago Bears, and at this time 
the Chicago Bears are doing their due diligence to determine their interest in 
purchasing and moving forward with a stadium on the 326-acre site. There will 
be a lot of coordination of projects, with hope to include the Arlington Heights 
Park District. However, the site is located in the Salt Creek Park District 
boundaries.  

• Ongoing Development Projects in Arlington Heights include: 
o Old Motorola Campus which has been developed into Amazon, Northrop-

Grumman, HSBC, and United Airlines Operations Center 
o International Plaza is under discussion with a new developer 
o Raising Canes, restaurant 

• Arlington Alfresco 2022 will be re-opening April 29 through September 25, with 
the Sounds of Summer concert series returning. 

• An explanation was given of the increased capital expenditures for the storm 
water and sewer capital improvements, and appreciation for the park districts 
involvement of working together as these projects include park land. 

• VAH has invested in technology across the municipalities.  
o New integrated computer aided dispatch system for police/fire. 
o Police body cameras to be deployed in 2022. 
o New Village wide enterprise resource planning software and website 

redesign 
• Village of Arlington Heights DEI Efforts 

o New Community Outreach Taskforce 
o Health and Human Services Fire Department Pop-Up Events 



o Internal IDEA Committee – defining DEI from an employee perspective 
o Affordable Housing Ordinance that requires units in new housing projects 

and is now programming the Affordable Housing Fund to assist other 
projects 
 

COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS – 2021/2022 

Exec. Dir. Fullerton shared that together the Village, Library and Park District hosted two 
very successful vaccination clinics at the Arlington Ridge Center. Together we made a 
difference in the community, and are open to future clinics as needed. 

Storm water projects at both Happiness Park and Raven Park were accomplished as a 
result of a cooperative efforts. 

Village Manager Recklaus shared the Frank Wright Project that was a collaboration 
between the Museum and Village to highlight Frank Wright who served as a founding 
member of the Arlington Heights Fire Department from 1894-1934. The history of Mr. 
Wright’s life was displayed at Village Hall and will be moved to the Museum in the future. 

Village Manager Recklaus gave an overview of the future of the Arlington Heights Senior 
Center and the collaboration that continues to evolve as generations of seniors changes. 
The partnership is strong and it is believed that as the facility is updated, programs and 
services will yield increased attendance and demand. Next steps are to determine facility 
programming and layout development, with final steps being exterior/interior design, cost 
estimation, and a final presentation. 

FINAL COMMENTS 

President Leno thanked the Village for the ongoing partnership and all the Village does to 
support the District. 

Mayor Hayes echoed President Leno and is grateful for the relationships and success of 
our intergovernmental bodies for the greater good of our community. 

Trustee Schwingbeck asked about his past interest in paddle tennis and inquired if there 
are any plans to develop courts. President Leno stated that it had been discussed in the 
past and interest from the community was not pursued. Perhaps as the next master plan 
is developed it would be the time to revisit. 

Trustee Tinaglia addressed the discouraging emails, and public comments that all the 
Trustees and Board members receive, thank you for all you do. 

Trustee Canty was very thankful from her family perspective, programs and athletic teams 
have helped her family get through these difficult times. 

Trustee Grasse shared that her experience as a hospice chaplain, these attacks are others 
hurting with the way the world is around us, and understanding this may help in responding 
to others. 

Arlen Gould with School District 21, thanked both the Village and District for all they do 
for the community and the tough decisions you all have to make.    

 



ADJOURNMENT 

President Leno called for the meeting to adjourn, Mayor Hayes moved, seconded by 
Trustee LaBedz, at 9:51 a.m. On a voice vote the motion was approved 10-0. 
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